Geography Skills Progression


	Knowledge and Understanding across KS1

	Places
	Identify and describe what places are like and where they are. Recognise how places have become the way they are and how they are changing. Recognise how places compare with other places, and how they are linked to other places in the world.

	Patterns and Processes
	Make observations about where things are located. Recognise changes in physical and human features.

	Environmental Change and Sustainable Development
	Recognise changes in the environment, and how the environment may be improved and sustained

	Breadth of Study Year 1/2
	The locality of the school, and a locality either in the UK or overseas that has physical/human features that contrast to those in the locality of the school.


	Skills 
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Geographical Enquiry
	Teacher led enquiries, to ask and respond to simple closed questions. Investigate their surroundings. Make observations about where things are, e.g. within school or local area.
	Children encouraged to ask simple geographical questions; Where is it? What's it like? Investigate their surroundings. Make appropriate observations about why things happen. Make simple comparisons between features of different places.

	Geographical Vocabulary
	
	

	Fieldwork Skills
	Gathering information
	Listen to an adult asking another child or adult about familiar environments or activities e.g. About their home or holidays.
	Ask a familiar person prepared questions, e.g. ‘What do you like best about our playground?’ Use a pro-forma and put ticks in boxes.

	
	Sketching
	Draw simple features they observe in their familiar environment. Add colour and textures to prepared sketches.
	Draw an outline of simple features they observe. Add colour, texture and detail to prepared field sketches. Join labels to correct features.

	
	Audio/Visual
	Recognise a photo taken by a teacher as a record of what they have seen. Recognise a video/recording taken by a teacher as a record of what they have seen/heard.
	Use a camera in the field with help to record what they have seen. Label the photo with help. Recognise the features/activities/sounds on a recording taken by the teacher. Operate, with help, recording equipment.

	
	Measuring
	Use everyday language to describe features e.g. bigger, smaller than.
	Use everyday non-standard units. Count the number of things.

	Map Skills
	Using maps
	Use a simple picture map to move around the school. Recognise that it is about a place. Use relative vocabulary (e.g. bigger/smaller, like/dislike). Picture maps and globes. Follow directions (Up, down, left/right, forwards/backwards).
	Follow a route on a map. Use a plan view. Use an infant atlas to locate places. Begin to spatially match places (e.g. recognise UK on a small scale and larger scale map). Find land/sea on globe. Use teacher-drawn base maps. Use large scale OS maps. Use an infant atlas. Follow directions (including NSEW).

	
	Map knowledge
	Learn names of some places within/around the UK, e.g. home town, cities; countries, e.g. Wales, France.
	Locate and name on UK map major features, e.g. London, River Thames, home location, seas.  

	
	Making maps
	Draw picture maps of imaginary places and from stories. Use own symbols on imaginary map. Draw around objects to make a plan.
	Draw a map of a real or imaginary place. (e.g. add detail to a sketch map from aerial photograph). Begin to understand the need for a key. Use class agreed symbols to make a simple key. Look down on objects to make a plan view map.

	Sources of Evidence
	Use information books/pictures as sources of information.
	Use NF books, stories, maps, pictures/photos and internet as sources of information. 

	Communication Skills
	Writing - poetry, lists, expressing own views, letter. Expressing own views through speaking. Give simple reasons for likes and dislikes. 
	Writing - poetry, lists, expressing own views, letter. Expressing own views through speaking. Give detailed reasons for likes and dislikes.

	
	
	


	Knowledge and Understanding across KS2

	Places
	Identify and describe what places are like. Know locations of places and environments they study and other significant places and environments. To describe where places are and why they are like they are. Identify how places change and how they may change in the future. Describe and explain how and why places are similar to / different from other places in the same country and elsewhere in the world. Recognise how places fit within a wider geographical context and are interdependent.

	Patterns and Processes
	Recognise and explain patterns made by individual physical and human features in the environment. Recognise some physical and human processes and explain how these can cause changes in places and environments

	Environmental Change and Sustainable Development
	Recognise how people can improve the environment or damage it, and how decisions about places and environments affect the quality and future quality of people’s lives.

	Breadth of Study Year 3/4
	A locality in a country that is less economically developed. How settlements differ and change, including why they differ in size and character, and an issue arising from changes in land use. An environmental issue, caused by change I an environment, and attempts to manage the environment sustainably.


	Skills 
	Year 3
	Year 4

	Geographical Enquiry
	Begin to ask/initiate geographical questions. Investigate places and themes at more than one scale. Begin to collect and record evidence aided. Analyse evidence and begin to draw conclusions, e.g. make comparisons between two locations using photos/ pictures, temperatures in different locations.
	Ask and respond to questions and offer their own ideas. Investigate places and themes at more than one scale. Collect and record evidence with some aid. Analyse evidence and draw conclusions, e.g. make comparisons between locations photos/pictures/maps.

	Geographical Vocabulary
	
	

	Fieldwork Skills
	Gathering information
	Gain confidence in speaking to an unfamiliar person.  Record some of what they found out. Use a simple database to present findings.
	Suggest questions to ask as part of an investigation. Use appropriate geographical vocabulary. Record the main points shortly after. Use a database to present findings.

	
	Sketching
	Draw a sketch of a simple feature from observation or photo. Add colour, texture and detail to own field sketches. Add title and descriptive labels with help
	Pick out the key lines and features of a view in the field using a viewfinder to help. Annotate sketch with descriptive and explanatory labels. Add title, location and direction to sketch.

	
	Audio/Visual
	Point out useful views to photograph for their investigation. Add titles and labels to photos giving date and location. Point out useful views/sounds to record for their investigation. Watch/listen carefully to recordings and write what they find out.
	Suggest how photos provide useful evidence for their investigations. Use a camera independently. Locate a photo on a map. Annotate the photo. Suggest what sounds/images to record for their investigation. Commentate on the recording, describing and explaining what they see.

	
	Measuring
	Use everyday standard and non-standard units occasionally. Count up to 100. Begin to organise recordings.
	Use easy to read instruments. Count / record different types simultaneously with a tally. Organise results in a spreadsheet.

	Map Skills
	Using maps
	Locate places on larger scale maps e.g. map of Europe. Follow a route on a map with some accuracy. Begin to match boundaries (e.g. find same boundary of a country on different scale maps). Use large scale OS maps. Begin to use map sites on internet. Begin to use junior atlases. Begin to identify features on aerial/oblique photographs. Use 4 compass points to follow/give directions. Use letter/no. co-ordinates to locate features on a map.
	Locate places on large scale maps. Follow a route on a large scale map. Begin to match boundaries (e.g. find same boundary of a county on different scale maps). Use large and medium scale OS maps, junior atlases and map sites on internet. Identify features on aerial/oblique photographs. Use 4 compass points well, and begin to use 8 compass points. Use letter/no. co-ordinates to locate features on a map confidently.

	
	Map knowledge
	Begin to identify points on maps A, B and C within the NC document (see appendix).
	Begin to identify significant places and environments stated within KS2 NC (see appendix).

	
	Making maps
	Try to make a map of a short route experienced, with features in correct order. Try to make a simple scale drawing. Know why a key is needed. Use standard symbols. Begin to draw sketch maps from a high view point.  
	Make a map of a short route experienced, with features in correct order. Make a simple scale drawing. Know why a key is needed. Begin to recognise symbols on an OS map. Draw a sketch map from a high view point.  

	Sources of Evidence
	Use NF books, stories, atlases, pictures/photos and internet as sources of information.
	Extend to satellite images, aerial photographs.

	ICT Skills
	
	

	Decision-making Skills
	
	

	Communication Skills
	Writing - poetry, newspaper, e-mail, letter. Identify and explain different views of people including themselves. Explore geographical issues through discussion or through drama, using role play.
	Writing - poetry, newspaper, e-mail, letter, charts, graphs. Identify and explain different views of people including themselves.

	
	
	


	Knowledge and Understanding across KS2

	Places
	Identify and describe what places are like. Know locations of places and environments they study and other significant places and environments. To describe where places are and why they are like they are. Identify how places change and how they may change in the future. Describe and explain how and why places are similar to / different from other places in the same country and elsewhere in the world. Recognise how places fit within a wider geographical context and are interdependent.

	Patterns and Processes
	Recognise and explain patterns made by individual physical and human features in the environment. Recognise some physical and human processes and explain how these can cause changes in places and environments

	Environmental Change and Sustainable Development
	Recognise how people can improve the environment or damage it, and how decisions about places and environments affect the quality and future quality of people’s lives.

	Breadth of Study Year 5/6
	A locality in the UK. Water and its effects on landscapes and people, including the physical features of rivers or coasts and the processes of erosion and deposition that affect them. An environmental issue, caused by change I an environment, and attempts to manage the environment sustainably.


	Skills 
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Geographical Enquiry
	Begin to suggest questions for investigating. Investigate places with more emphasis on the larger scale; contrasting and distant places. Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. compare historical maps of varying scales e.g. temperature of various locations - influence on people/everyday life.
	Suggest questions for investigating. Investigate places with more emphasis on the larger scale; contrasting and distant places. Analyse evidence and draw conclusions, e.g. from field work data on land use comparing land use/temperature, look at patterns and explain reasons behind it.

	Geographical Vocabulary
	
	

	Fieldwork Skills
	Gathering information
	Prepare questions for an interview. Use appropriate language. Ask questions that are responsive to the interviewee’s views. Make brief notes during an interview to help them make a clear record of the main points. Use a database to interrogate and amend information collected.
	Select interviewing as an appropriate method for collecting evidence. Decide on an appropriate interviewee. Prepare and carry out interview, sometimes in a formal situation. Evaluate the quality of the evidence. Use a database to interrogate and amend information collected.

	
	Sketching
	Evaluate their sketch against criteria and improve it. Use sketches as evidence in an investigation.
	Select field sketching from a range of techniques for an investigation. Evaluate quality of the evidence it gives. Annotate sketches to describe and explain geographical processes and patterns.

	
	Audio/Visual
	Make a judgement about the best angle or viewpoint. Evaluate usefulness of their photos. Use photos for their investigations. Make a judgement about the best angle or viewpoint. Evaluate usefulness of their recordings. Use recordings for their investigations.
	Select photography from a range of techniques as the most appropriate for the evidence they need. Evaluate the quality of the evidence they collect this way. Begin to use editing techniques to make a presentation recording. Select recording from a range of techniques as the most appropriate for the evidence they need. Evaluate the quality of the evidence they collect this way.

	
	Measuring
	Select and use a range of measuring instruments in investigations. Design own census, pilot, with help, and evaluate it.
	Select and use a range of measuring instruments in investigations. Design own census, pilot and evaluate it.

	Map Skills
	Using maps
	Compare maps with aerial photographs. Select a map for a specific purpose (e.g. pick atlas to find Taiwan, OS map to find local village). Begin to use atlases to find out about other features of places (e.g. find wettest part of the world). Measure straight line distance on a plan. Find/recognise places on maps of different scales (e.g. river Nile). Use index and contents page within atlases. Use medium scale land ranger OS maps. Use 8 compass points. Begin to use 4 figure co-ordinates to locate features on a map.
	Follow a short route on an OS map.  Describe features shown on OS map. Locate places on a world map. Use atlases to find out about other features of places (e.g. mountain regions, weather patterns). Use a scale to measure distances.  Draw/use maps and plans at a range of scales. Use OS maps. Confidently use an atlas. Recognise world map as a flattened globe. Use 8 compass points confidently and accurately. Use 4 figure co-ordinates confidently to locate features on a map. Begin to use 6 figure grid refs; use latitude and longitude on atlas maps.

	
	Map Knowledge
	Identify significant places and environments as stated within KS2 NC (see appendix).
	Confidently identify significant places and environments within KS2 NC.

	
	Making maps
	Begin to draw a variety of thematic maps based on their own data. Draw a sketch map using symbols and a key. Use/recognise OS map symbols. Draw a plan view map with some accuracy.
	Draw a variety of thematic maps based on their own data. Begin to draw plans of increasing complexity. Use/recognise OS map symbols. Use atlas symbols. Draw a plan view map accurately. 

	Sources of Evidence
	Begin to use primary and secondary sources of evidence in their investigations. Collect and record evidence unaided.
	Use primary and secondary sources of evidence in their investigations. Collect and record evidence unaided.

	ICT Skills
	
	

	Decision-making Skills
	
	

	Communication Skills
	Poetry, newspaper, e-mail, persuasive writing, charts, graphs, map overlays. Identify and explain different views of people including themselves.
	Poetry, newspaper, e-mail, persuasive writing, charts, graphs, map overlays. Give increased detail of views, give detailed reasons influencing views and how they are justified.

	
	
	


Appendix Map Knowledge
	British Isles 
	

	The two largest islands of the British Isles
	Great Britain, Ireland

	The two largest islands of the British Isles
	Great Britain, Ireland

	The two countries of the British Isles
	The United Kingdom, the Republic of Ireland

	Parts of the United Kingdom
	England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland

	Capital cities in the British Isles
	London, Dublin, Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast

	The largest mountain areas in Wales and Scotland and the two largest in England
	The Cambrian Mountains, the Grampian Mountains, the Lake District, the Pennines

	The three longest rivers in the United Kingdom
	River Severn, River Thames, River Trent

	The seas around the United Kingdom
	The English Channel, the Irish Sea, the North Sea


	Europe
	

	The two countries of the British Isles and their capital cities
	The United Kingdom, the Republic of Ireland; London, Dublin

	The three countries in the European Union with the highest populations and their capital cities
	France, Germany, Italy; Paris, Berlin, Rome

	The three countries in the European Union with the largest areas and their capital cities
	France, Spain, Sweden; Paris, Madrid, Stockholm

	The largest mountain range in Europe
	The Alps

	The longest river in the European countries identified above
	River Rhine

	The two largest seas around Europe
	The Mediterranean Sea, the North Sea


	World
	

	The continents
	Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, Oceania, South America, Antarctica

	The largest city in each continent
	Lagos, Tokyo, Paris, New York, Sydney, Sao Paulo

	The six countries with the highest populations
	Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russia, USA

	The six countries with the largest areas
	Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Russia, USA

	Areas of family origin of the main minority ethnic groups in the United Kingdom
	Bangladesh, the Caribbean, India, Pakistan, the Republic of Ireland

	The three largest mountain ranges in the world (on the basis of height and geographical extent)
	The Andes, the Himalayas, the Rocky Mountains

	The three longest rivers in the world
	River Amazon, River Mississippi, River Nile

	The largest desert in the world
	The Sahara

	The oceans
	The Arctic, Atlantic, Indian, Southern and Pacific Oceans

	Two canals linking seas and/or oceans
	The Panama Canal, the Suez Canal

	Main lines of latitude and meridian of longitude
	The Poles, the Equator, the Tropics, the Prime Meridian
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