Athenian democracy

What was Athenian democr\a%»?

In SO8BCE, Cleisthenes became the ruler of Athens: Cleisthenes changed, the political; structure of
Athens. He was one of the eanliest rulers to- support Atheniarny democracy and, introduced, demokratiay
which means ‘rule by the people .

Athenian, democracy was structired; iny three separate parts: the Ekklesia, the Boule, and, the, Dikasteriaz
e The Boule were responsible for day-to-day goverment. This was o councils of 500 men who
were, chosen, by, randorm selection. These men served, on the, council for one year. Theiy were not
permitted; to- serves for two consecutive years. The Boule nepresented; the, 139 districts of Attica,
the city-state which included, Athens. The Boule mets everyy dou. They decided what, laws were
gimen, to- the Ekklesia to- discuss. Thenefore, they had, a Lot of control over Athenian democraciy
e The Ekklesia was a group of people who were in charge of writing the laws. Any male citizen
could, attend, the meetings, no matter what their social, class. The Ekklesia, met 40 times o year
ot o hillside: auditorium called the Pryx. They made decisions o war and trade; and, were

responsible for electing magistrates. Laws were, decided, by majority vote. The Ekklesia had the,
powen to- expel, any citizens from, Athens for 10 years!

e The Dikastenio was o court that, handled, the lawsuits and, trials. Every day, 500 men were
appointed; to- and, paids for their wonk ony the Dikastenia: Anyone elected; to- the Dikasteria had, to
be, over 30 years of age. The, people, broughtthe, cases to- the, Dikastenia, to- angue them. They
had to- decide i the person was guilty or not guilty. The Athenian people oftery used; the,
Dikasteria to- embarvass o punish people they dids not likel

WhocouldjvotewAthﬁnmdanomagz?

Citizzens could vote for exery lame Howener, only men who had beerv in the anmy, were counted, as
people who- rar the army,
Although Athenian democracy, did nob last very long, i had spread, to- other city-states and, it became



